
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

Rebecca Vaughan​

625 Broadway​

Albany, NY 12233-7256 

 

Sent via email: solidwasteregulations@dec.ny.gov 

 

July 6, 2026 

 

Treatment and Disposal of Landfill Leachate (6 NYCRR Parts 360 and 363):  

Request to Extend Public Comment Period for an Additional 30 Days 

 

Dear Ms. Vaughan,​

​

On July 1, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) published the 

notice of proposed rulemaking entitled Treatment and Disposal of Landfill Leachate (6 NYCRR 

Parts 360 and 363) in the New York State Register. On behalf of the undersigned coalition of 

partner organizations, we respectfully request that the DEC extend the public comment period by 

an additional 30 calendar days, for a total of 100 days from the date of publication. 

On March 10, New York River Watch and a coalition of partner organizations submitted a letter 

to NYSDEC requesting a 90-day public comment period upon publication of this rulemaking. 

We have attached that letter for your reference as part of this request. 

Members of the public have been waiting for the release of this rulemaking for many years. 

Given its long-awaited publication, the scope and technical complexity of the regulations, and 

the fact that the current public comment period falls during the busy summer vacation season and 

includes major holidays, a 30-calendar-day extension is both reasonable and appropriate. 

Extending the comment period to October 9 would provide local governments, technical 

experts, community organizations, and members of the public with sufficient time to thoroughly 

evaluate the proposal and submit meaningful, substantive comments. 

https://dec.ny.gov/regulatory/regulations/proposed-emergency-recently-adopted-regulations/materials-management-revisions/solid-waste-management
https://dec.ny.gov/regulatory/regulations/proposed-emergency-recently-adopted-regulations/materials-management-revisions/solid-waste-management
https://dec.ny.gov/regulatory/regulations/proposed-emergency-recently-adopted-regulations/materials-management-revisions/solid-waste-management
https://www.newyorkriverwatch.org/21-organizations-ask-nysdec-for-more-time-to-review-proposed-landfill-leachate-rule/
https://www.newyorkriverwatch.org/21-organizations-ask-nysdec-for-more-time-to-review-proposed-landfill-leachate-rule/


Providing additional time will strengthen the administrative record and support DEC in 

developing a final rule that is more protective of public health and the environment while 

grounded in comprehensive public input. 

Accordingly, we respectfully request that NYSDEC extend the public comment period to a total 

of 100 calendar days, with comments accepted through October 9, and publish notice of the 

extension in both the New York State Register and the Environmental Notice Bulletin. 

Sincerely, 
 
Rebecca Martin 
Executive Director 
New York River Watch 
 

Jen Epstein 
Science Director​ ​ ​ ​  
New York River Watch 
 

Drew Gamils 
Senior Attorney 
Riverkeeper, Inc.​  
 

Captain John Lipscomb 
Technical Advisor 
New York River Watch 
 

Andy Mirchel​
Long Island South Shore Waterkeeper 
Long Island South Shore Waterkeeper 
 

Joseph Campbell 
President and CEO 
Seneca Lake Guardian, A Waterkeeper 
Alliance Affiliate 

 
Marc Rider 
Executive Director 
Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency 

Johnathan Clark 
Advocacy Attorney 
Scenic Hudson, Inc. 

 
 
Greg Remaud 
Baykeeper & Executive Director 

Laura Orlando 
Senior Scientist 

NY/NJ Baykeeper​ ​ ​ ​  
 
Mayor Gary Basset​ ​ ​ ​
Chair 
Hudson River Drinking Water  
Intermunicipal Council  (Hudson 7)​  

Just Zero 
 
Monique Fitzgerald 
Co-founder 
Brookhaven Landfill Action and 
Remediation Group 

​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​  
 



 
Tracy Frisch 
Chair 
Clean Air Action Network of Glens Falls 

Yayoi Koizumi 
Founder / Executive Director 
Zero Waste Ithaca 

 
 
Adam Effler 
Executive Director 
Owasco Lake Watershed Management  

Carol De Angelo, SC 
ROAR (Religious Organizations Along the 
River) and Office of Peace, Justice and  

Council, Inc. 
​
Katherine Blauvelt 

Integrity of Creation, Sisters of Charity of 
New York 

Executive Director​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Jen Benson ​
Full Circle Future​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Director of Advocacy & Communications 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Hudson River Sloop Clearwater 
Rob Hayes 
Senior Director of Clean Water 
Environmental Advocates NY​ ​ ​
 
Barbara Heinzen 

 
Robert Welton  
Treasurer and Steering Committee Director 
Rensselaer Environmental Coalition 

Chair​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Clean Air Coalition of Greater ​ ​ ​ ​
Ravena-Coeymans 
 
 
​
 
 
 
 
CC:  
Governor Kathy Hochul​
Senator Pete Harkham 
Senator Michele Hinchey 
Assemblymember Deborah Glick 
Assemblymember Sarahana Shrestha 
Commissioner Amanda Lefton 
Sarah M. Bogdan (DEC) 
Kimberly D. Sarbo (DEC) 
 
 


